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Story Ideas   
 
1. The career jumper: From grad school to the 

commune, from certifying people for food stamps to 

zoo keeping, from thriving in corporate America to 

writing mysteries. And with my other hand—raising 

children, caring for senior relatives, and volunteering.  

2. Early retirement: Now what? How to keep from 

boring yourself to death. One boomer’s story. 

3. Elephants and humans: Thousands of years 

together and we still aren’t any good at co-existing. 

Issues with wild elephants in Asia and Africa in and out 

of game parks, issues in zoos, circuses, and (in Asia) temples. Impressions from an observer 

(not an expert!) 

4. The wonderful world of mysteries: Figuring out where I fit on the noir scale and the BSP 

(blatant self-promotion) scale, researching weird animals, and rooming with an exhausted—

male—Indian elephant researcher. 
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