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husband, a reptile
keeper, has a drink-
ing problem. When
he winds up dead in the lion’s enclosure,
it looks almost like a case of misadven-
ture, Then strange things begin happen-
ing. An accident with a tiger and a case of
arson convince Iris that there’s more to
Rick’s death than anyone is telling. Her
erratic behavior makes her superiors
(and even some friends) uncomfortable,
but she keeps asking questions anyway.
Portland author Ann Littlewood has 12
years of experience as a zookeeper in
Portland; “Night Kill” is her debut novel.

$24.95, 238 pages

— Katie Schneider
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5. The Elegance of tln
Muriel Barbery, Europa Editions, $15

6. Revolutionary Road, Richard Yates,
Vintage, $14.95

7. Water for Elephants, Sara Gruen,
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8. A Thousand Splendid Suns,
Khaled Hosseini, Riverhead

9. The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao,
Junot Diaz, Riverhead, $14

10. Loving Frank, Nancy Hbran,
Ballantine, $14
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